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The Four Township Water Resources Council Annual meeting topic this year
will be: Conservation Options for Landowners. First off, Jamie McCarthy
with the Kalamazoo River Watershed (KRW) Council will present an overview
of land conservation on a watershed scale discussing the process and results
of the KRW Land Conservation Plan. Second, Emily Wilke with the
Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy (SWMLC) will discuss conservation
easements and specifically some of the conservation projects completed in
the Four Townships Region. The Dewey Conservation Easement was a
project SWMLC completed in 2017 and Pam Dewey will briefly talk about the
process of putting a conservation easement her property from a landowner’s
perspective. Lastly, Sarah Nelson with the Barry Conservation District will
present on other water quality protection and conservation programs. It will
be a very informative gathering, and everyone is bound to learn something.
When: Monday, April 30, 2018, 7:00 PM
Where: W.K. Kellogg Biological Station
Auditorium (Room 312)
3700 East Gull Lake Drive
Hickory Corners, MI 49060
Light Refreshments will be provided.
Spotlight on Silver Creek and Spring Brook
2018 will see a flurry of activity on the Western side of the Four Townships.
As such, we’d like to use this newsletter to introduce ourselves to those who
live on or near Spring Brook, Silver Creek and Travis Drain.
The Four Township Water Resources Council is working with local partners
to improve and protect water quality in the region. Thanks to a grant from the
Kalamazoo Community Foundation, Land & Resource Engineers will conduct
a stream survey and pre-engineering for a new road-stream crossing along
Travis Drain. The drain is a high quality stream that supports cold-water fish
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species and drains directly into the Kalamazoo River in Cooper Township.
crossing will improve stream conditions by reducing erosion and other pollutants.

This new

The partners are also planning public workshops to raise awareness of the benefits of
riparian buffers. When planted along stream banks, vegetative buffers help stop pollutants
from entering the waterway and provide important habitat for wildlife. The free workshops
will take place later this year in Richland and Cooper Townships.
Kanoe the Kazoo - An Excursion on Gull Lake
FTWRC continues our tradition of hosting a yearly water body exploration in the tributary
areas of Augusta and Gull Creeks north of the Kalamazoo River. For 2018, the float will be
on Gull Lake, leaving from the Prairieville Park boat launch. One focus will be introduction of
the boat washing facility opened in 2017 at the Park. Protective Shoreline plantings along
the north shore of Gull Lake will be also discussed and examined where possible.
Date: Wednesday, June 27, 2018
Start From: Prairieville Park boat launch, north end of Gull Lake
Times: Staging at 5:00pm, Launch at 6:00pm, Return around 7:30pm
Reservations should be made through the Kanoe the Kazoo web site on the Kalamazoo
River Watershed Council website: https://kalamazooriver.org/events/
Membership Information
The Four-Township Water Resources Council is financed by tax-deductible dues and contributions. Benefits
include the council newsletter, information on education programs, and participation in the annual meeting and
election of directors. Dues cover the period from January 1 through December 31 of each calendar year.
__ Yes! I would like to join the Four-Township Water Resources Council
__ I am already a member and would like to renew my membership
Name _____________________________________________________
Email address _____________________________________________________
Providing your e-mail address will help us to save on mailing costs.
Your e-mail address will not be shared or sold.
Address _____________________________________________
City __________________ State _____ Zip ________________
Membership Categories
___ $25
___ $26-$99
___ $100-$499
___ $500-$999
___ $1000 +

Regular
Contributing
Sustaining
Benefactor
Patron

Please make checks payable, and mail, to:
Four-Township Water Resources Council
P.O. Box 634
Richland, Michigan 49083-0634

___ Gift/donation $______________
Spring, 2018

