Threats to Ecological Value

Unlike most other PCAs, this site
contains many narrow upland corri-
dors instead of a core central area.
Consequently, any development
into these upland areas should con-
sider open spaces and buffers so
as to allow movement of wildlife
through this site as well as from
PCA 15to PCA 17.

Overall, the dry-mesic southern for-
est community is of moderate to
high floristic quality, although sev-
eral areas are dominated by ag-
gressive or non-native species such
as garlic mustard and oriental bitter-
sweet.

Crane’s Lake is relatively free of the
non-native invasive purple loose-
strife. However, purple loosestrife
could become much more common
in the marsh in the future.

Management Recommendations

PCA 16 is a very good candidate for
conservation priority. Individually,
PCA 16 includes several different
areas of ecological importance in
terms of either botanical quality or
wildlife habitat. This property is also
important because it connects PCA
15 and PCA 17 and allows greater
wildlife movement.

PCAs 15-19, although separated by
several roads, comprise a large
area of potential conservation value.
This area includes a large and di-
verse collection of plant communi-
ties and wildlife habitat that is gener-
ally intact. Because these larger
natural areas are now uncommon,
maintaining them should be a con-
servation priority in the four-
township area.

Ross Township
Crane’s Lake
PCA 16
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Location

Potential Conservation Area
(PCA) 16, located in sections 19,
20, 29, and 30 of Ross Township,
is a 278-acre property roughly
bounded by M-89, 38th St., North
Sherman Lake Dr., Yorkshire Rd.,
and 37th St.
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Diverse Ecosystems

Site Description

This Potential Conservation Area
(PCA) is primarily upland forest.
Much of the forest borders Crane’s
Lake. A small headwater wetland is
located in the northwest corner of
the site. The border of this site in-
cludes roads, a golf course, agricul-
tural fields, and low- to medium-
density housing, especially near
Sherman Lake.
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Communities and Ecosystems

The uplands are dry-mesic southern
forest, and the forest corridors are rela-
tively narrow.

Pine plantations are widespread at this
site, especially at the south end.

Crane’s Lake is a relatively shallow
lake located near the center of the
property. This lake represents the
headwaters of the Ransom Creek sys-
tem. Several areas of emergent marsh
occur along the edge of the lake.

The swamp in the northwest corner of
the site is a hardwood-conifer swamp
in good ecological condition. Tamarack
is the dominant tree.

Because of the steep slopes adjacent
to the swamp, groundwater flows con-
tinuously into the wetland and main-
tains a water table near or just above
the soil surface.

Moss-covered hummaocks occur
throughout the swamp.

Plants and Animals of Interest

The wetlands in PCA 16 are ecologi-
cally significant. Crane’s Lake pro-
vides important habitat for waterfowl
and other wildlife. The floristic qual-
ity of the hardwood-conifer swamp is
relatively high, in part due to the
presence of plants such as small
green wood orchid and swamp saxi-
frage.

Two Blanding’s turtles

were found seeking a

nesting site in the sur- Blanding’s
rounding area. Nine of Turtle
the eleven species of

frogs and toads of southern Michi-
gan were heard in this area.

PCA 16 is part of
| alarge area of

i contiguous for-
ested uplands and
| wetlands that pro-
vide a corridor for
wildlife movement
and bird breeding.
The 2003 Michi-
gan Breeding Bird Census recorded
56 species in this area.

Sandhill Cranes in
Emergent Marsh

Four Township Water
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